FLDS Priesthood History For 5-8th Grade Students

Taught by Warren Jeffs - Alta Academy (Sandy, Utah)

Tape # 3 - November 1, 1995 

Subject: Resurrection; Three Degrees of Glory 

If this body is obedient, the spirit of God comes into us and makes us pure like Him. The body will be called out of the grave when we are ready. Resurrection is when spirit and body come together. The soul is a person with spirit and body. The devil cannot affect the spirit. Even the filthy, wicked, mean person comes out of the grave. Resurrection changes us from one 1ife into the next. There are two resurrections, the first bringing out of the grave all of the obedient people. In the second, the wicked - the ones that have not obeyed and done right - their bodies must stay in the grave for 1000 years. Even the most wicked will come forth and get bodies again. Everyone will be rewarded. We want to qualify now, and not wait. When we come out of the grave, we will be given one of the three degrees of glory (degrees of happiness): Celestial glory (of the sun); Terrestrial glory (of the moon); Telestial glory (of the stars). What we receive is according to how we lived. We are judged by our works and desires. 

The gods live in the Celestial glory. Single angels are servants to the gods. There are two kinds of gods: gods in our own right who will make earths of our own and gods who become servants to gods in their own right. In the celestial glory, there are three general levels:  In the highest, a man can go with his wives to be a god that receives everything the father has, that man must live plural marriage in the spirit of the united order. No man can become a god unless he has more wives than one. Having many wives doesn’t mean you become a god. You have to live it the priesthood way. 


For a woman to become a goddess, she must be married to a man who has more than one wife. Both the man and the woman must have their marriage by revelation (arranged) through the prophet. How you enter into marriage is one of the most important things you can do. If a boy and girl agree to get married and just go do it, they can never be gods, because you must be married by revelation through the prophet. 

The men who become gods are perfect in obedience to everything the Lord reveals through his prophet. We get this blessing through President (Rulon) Jeffs. You can’t become a god and go up to heaven unless you have the permission and approval of the prophet in the day you live. He (Rulon Jeffs) holds the keys of the priesthood - meaning, he can turn the keys in your favor. He can give you a blessing that is eternal. If you don't get your blessings through him, then you don't have anything. 

Today, many apostate groups are living plural marriage. When they are brought out of the grave, they will have nothing because they did not get their blessings through the prophet. There will be many people who lived good lives, but they did not live the celestial law through the ordinance of celestial or plural marriage. There will be many who were married in plural marriage by the prophet, but they did not live in harmony and peace together. They fought and quarreled. There was war in their house. They didn't love each other. Yes, maybe because they were married right…maybe they can get into the celestial kingdom, but they have to go through a great punishment and perhaps if they did not live in peace and love, when they come out of their grave, they won't be married anymore. They will be single angels in heaven. There are millions of angels that are servants. A god can have children - a goddess can... an angel cannot. They are not allowed to be married. In heaven, it's like one great family, under Father Michael. Gods under Him can have children. Millions will want to go to the celestial kingdom just to be servants. 
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The Terrestrial kingdom is a different world. It is compared to the light of the moon. You can see, but all around it's still darkness. The moon gets it's light from the sun. Any light or happiness for anyone in the terrestrial kingdom is from the celestial world, giving what they're able to. These people are those who did receive the gospel, were baptized, yet they didn't live all the laws. They lived what they were given, but they didn't want to go on and live plural marriage or the united order properly. They were not valiant in the priesthood work, but just dragged along, doing what they had to, like the "slothful servant". There are also men who, in this life, believed in the word of other men instead of the Lord's servant - then were converted in the spirit world. They will be a part of the Terrestrial kingdom. 

The third degree, the Telestial kingdom, is called hell. People that go there are the ones who didn't receive the gospel - or the priesthood. They were the liars, adulterers, thieves - people like that who didn't repent of their sins. They will dwell in the kingdom that gets their blessings from the Terrestrial. What do you want - to see the stars and there's no moon - a little bit of light and darkness surrounds? The light of the moon makes  it even brighter - but compare that with the sunshine right now, where you can see so clear and it's so bright. 

Uncle Roy (Johnson) said those who don't go to the highest degree of glory in the Celestial kingdom, will one day die the second death. They will go back into dissolution. The only people that go on forever are those worthy to have increase, or to have children. If a person cannot be married and be a god in the Celestial kingdom - even if they are angels - one day they will beg to go back into dissolution... says Uncle Roy. All in the Terrestrial kingdom may live for millions of years, then go back into dissolution. What is dissolution? It is the death of the spirit and the body together. Both of them die. They dissolve back into what they were before they were born as a spirit. That person will never be that person again. The second death is what we do not want. All must die the first death - that's just going to the next life. The second death - we don't want it. We want eternal life, and the way to eternal life is to obey the prophet and to live all the laws of the priesthood in the priesthood way. It's not enough to be blessed with marriage or united order. You must live them the right way. How you treat those laws and privileges will either save you or destroy you. 

We want the highest degree of happiness. We want to live all the laws. This is a work of love and Heavenly Father will give everyone what they choose. If you choose the world, you can have it, but if you don't live the celestial and heavenly laws, you can't have celestial happiness. You're choosing life - or if you disobey, you're choosing death. All those who don't eventually live the fullness of the celestial law, will die the second death! 

The celestial law is "Thy will, oh God, not mine be done". Because the prophet is sent by our Lord to represent Him, the celestial law to us is “Thy will, President Jeffs, not mine be done”.
The fourth group of people, the sons of perdition, are priesthood men who turned traitor to the prophet and became apostates. When they come out of the grave and are resurrected, they will not go into any of the degrees of happiness. They will go immediately into eternal punishment that will never die. They are the worst of beings and the terror and pain they will suffer cannot even be described. The worst thing a person could be is an apostate and turn against the prophet. They will suffer even as Lucifer, who fell from the heavens, will. We want eternal happiness that never ends.
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